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Notes on methodology

e Source of figures: The DAC releases preliminary ODA figures each April for the previous calendar year. The 2008 figures from this chart reflect those released by the
DAC on March 30, 2008. These figures can be found at: www.oecd.org/dac/stats/dac/reftables. These preliminary data provide only a basic breakdown (i.e. by region,
but not by sector) and are subject to revision. The DAC then releases final data in December for the previous year.

o Debt relief: All the figures in the table above exclude all bilateral debt relief. To assess whether countries’ reported ODA flows represent real increases in new
resources, ONE has excluded all bilateral debt relief in its measure of progress. Debt relief is immensely valuable and, as a result of it, governments are now able to
spend resources on health, education and stronger economies instead of debt servicing. However, the rules on counting bilateral debt cancellation as development
assistance, which are set by the donors themselves, overstate both the value of the debt relief and what the donor has to pay to provide it. Exactly how much should be
counted is unclear, due to lack of transparency by donors in terms of what budget provisions they must make to provide debt cancellation. Multilateral debt
cancellation is included in this report for ODA through multilateral contributions, as donors pay for multilateral debt cancellation through their contributions to the
institutions that cancel debts. Therefore the cost to a donor of cancelling multilateral debt is paid through its contributions to the multilateral agency (i.e. IDA or African
Development Bank).

e Constant prices: All figures reported above are in constant 2008 US millions of dollars to provide a comparison of real changes in ODA flows without allowing for
increases to be eroded by inflation. Changes in ODA flows reported above between two years reflect the change between those two years in constant 2008 prices.

e  Multilateral Funding: Multilateral ODA is comprised of the contributions made to multilateral organisations that are completely unearmarked and can be used
anywhere (with the exception of some regional banks). Therefore, by definition, the multilateral contributions from each donor are not disaggregated by country or
region. The DAC reports how much has been contributed to each multilateral agency from each donor. It also reports how much has been spent by each multilateral
agency by country and sector. ONE combines these two sets of information to work out the contribution from each donor to a sector or a country. When ONE reports
total ODA to sub-Saharan Africa, it reports an estimate of how much ODA was contributed to the multilateral agency from each donor, which was then spent in sub-
Saharan Africa. ONE calculates this by apportioning the total contribution received by the multilateral agency from each donor, according to the proportion of the
multilateral agency’s expenditure that went to sub-Saharan Africa.
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